[image: ]

On Wednesday, December 2nd, Discovery Channel will present Racing Extinction to a global audience. From Academy Award-winning director, Louie Psihoyos and the team behind The Cove, this groundbreaking documentary examines biodiversity loss, its effect on humanity, and the solutions that inspire hope for a more sustainable future.
 Joined by new innovators, this groundbreaking documentary brings a voice to the thousands of species teetering on the very edge of life. This highly charged, impassioned collective of activists is out to expose the two major threats to endangered wild species across the globe. 
Scientists predict that the human footprint on the planet may cause the loss of half of the world’s species by the end of the century. They believe we have entered the sixth major extinction in Earth’s history, following the fifth great extinction which took out the dinosaurs. 
World-Wide Broadcast Premiere: Wednesday, December 2nd on Discovery Channel at 9 pm ET/PT

Inspired by the message in the film, #StartWith1Thing is an ongoing campaign and call-to-action to each and every one of us across the globe to make small changes in our lives that will have a huge impact on the world. Our era is called the Anthropocene, or “Age of Man,” because evidence shows that humanity has sparked a cataclysmic change of the world’s natural environment and animal life. Yet, we are the only ones who can stop the change we have created. 
#StartWith1Thing to make the world a better place, No 1 Thing is too small. Here are some examples: 
· Take public transportation when possible
· If you are going to eat seafood, make smart choices
· Tell your friends and family to watch with the world on December 2nd  or host a viewing party and watch together
· Visit the interactive Diet and see the carbon costs of your eating habits
· Use the EPA Green Power Locator to find green power in your state Calculate your carbon footprint and purchase carbon-reducing offsets to balance out your emissions
· Skip meat for one meal today
Visit http://racingextinction.com/startwith1thing/ to see more examples and get started with your 1 Thing

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwxyrLUdcss 
Website: www.racingextinction.com (downloadable press kit available)
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/racingextinction
Twitter:  @RacingXtinction
Instagram:  racingextinction
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Discovery Education is proud to bring meaningful educational support around this documentary to engage middle and high school students in the important topic of biodiversity and to inspire students to tackle one of the most critical challenges facing their generation and ground them in the science behind these topics.  Please find a sampling of what Discovery Education will offer below. 

Interactive Lesson Plans 
Teachers can access four dynamic, interactive classroom lessons (up to 45 minutes each) designed to engage high school students on the importance of biodiversity on our planet. Aligned to Next Generation Science Standards and Common Core State Standards, each lesson features video clips from the acclaimed documentary, bringing the excitement of the documentary directly into the classroom.  Each lesson has an accompanying Teacher Guide.  
Topics include: Modern Extinction- The Sixth Extinction, Extinction and What We Eat, The Warming Planet and Working a Turnaround.

Virtual Field Trip - Racing Extinction:  #StartWith1Thing
We invite all middle and high school students to join us live from the Smithsonian’s National Zoo on November 18 at 1PM EST for the Racing Extinction Virtual Field Trip to learn why most biologists believe one-half of Earth’s higher life forms will be extinct by 2100, why it’s important to address this loss of biodiversity, and what can be done to prevent it. We will take  students on an inspirational journey to explore the science behind anthropogenic mass extinction and meet key contributors to the film, scientists, and others dedicating their lives to saving species and transforming communities along the way.  From whale sharks to golden lion tamarins to scarlet macaws and more, students will get an insider’s view of cutting-edge conservation efforts and in the process, realize their potential to make a difference.

Panelists to include:
1. Dr. Stuart Pimm, Doris Duke Chair of Conservation at Duke University, world leader in the study of present day extinctions and founder of the nonprofit Saving Species, will spotlight the successful reforestation efforts in coastal Brazil to save the Golden Lion Tamarin.
1. Shawn Heinrichs, Marine Conservationist and Emmy award-winning cinematographer, will discuss the impact of hunting animals to extinction in our oceans and share how one community’s amazing transformation helped to save an entire population of whale sharks.
1. Boris Marchegiani, PhD, Vice President, A National Association for the Friends of the Scarlet Macaw, will transport students to Costa Rica to go behind-the-scenes of a program to reintroduce Scarlet Macaws while transforming the local community in the process.
1. Carter and Olivia Ries, co-founders of One More Generation (OMG), dedicated to preserving wildlife for One More Generation and beyond, will underscore the power everyone has – especially students – to make a difference.
1. Kenton Kerns, Smithsonian’s National Zoo, Small Mammal House Biologist
DiscoveryEducation.com/RacingExtinction is now live and we invite you all to take a look at what is being offered to support this groundbreaking documentary and provide valuable tools to educators on the important topic of biodiversity.

Press Contacts:
Sunshine Sachs // Office: 212.691.2800
Tiffany Malloy | malloy@sunshinesachs.com
Whitney Kuhn | kuhn@sunshinesachs.com 
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